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Jljm* ^Excellence in Penmanship 

By your efforts you have gained the satisfaction of a task 
well done, have won the esteem of your teachers and 
your comrades, and therefore merit this honor. 
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DANCE OF THE NYMPHS 


THIS picture, perhaps the best loved of any that 
Corot painted, is one of the treasures of the 
Louvre, whose many windows overlook the spot 
where he was born. In the playful gestures of the 
dancing figures arid in the soft light that comes gen¬ 
tly filtering down through the trees, we can almost 
see his lovable face smiling at us. Even the tree 
tops seem to bend to catch the distant echo of his 
carefree laugh and song, so much of himself did he 
put into his paintings. 

Corot has placed his nymphs and gay satyrs in a 
beautiful setting of sunlit green. The blue of dis r 
tant hills glimmers here and there through the 
trees. Soft, luminous greens and dull browns are 
the dominant tones of the picture. Only the flutter¬ 
ing of brightly colored robes breaks the silvery 
stillness of the scene. 

The light in the picture suggests early morning, 
a time which Corot loved to paint. We can imagine 
that a mist has just lifted and has left the grass 
sparkling with moisture. Among the branches of 
the trees there seems to be a gentle motion, as the 
breeze rustles the leaves. 

Corot was very careful to keep a perfect balance 
in this picture. The figure which holds a staff high 
in her hand seems to divide the painting into two 
distinct parts. Heavily massed trees on the right 
are counterbalanced by the more graceful groups at 
the left, under whose boughs the happy nymphs are 
playing. The artist draws our attention to the 
dancing figures by allowing the brightest light to 
creep across the center of the picture to their feet, 
while, in contrast, the middle background and the 
foreground appear in shadow. 



This picture (No. 54) is from the Instructor Picture Study 
Series. ' Duplicates in this size and in a larger size may be ob¬ 
tained from the F. A. Owen Publishing Co., Dansville, N. Y. 



